Argument/Opinion

Grade 6

Dear Teachers, Parents, and School Board,

The children in my class have been talking about the proposal that
some of you have made which is whether or not our school should
participate in the national “Shut Down Your Screen” week. | don’t think
that if we did that, it would have a positive effect on the children in our
school. There are a few reasons that we might want to participate but |

weighed it out and | don’t think that we should participate. These are

the reasons.

One reason that | don’t think that our school should participate in
the national “Shut Down Your Screen” week is that when we can use
computers, we can get assignments done faster during the school day so
that we can move on to other things. For example, when you are given a
task to type, if you write it by hand, it will take a much longer time then if
we just decided to type it. If we are given an assignment that we have to
do research on, we can usually get a lot more useful information from the
internet then even from a book sometimes. Also, we will be able to move
on to our next subject much faster because our research or typing will be
finished.

Another reason that | don’t think we should shut down our screens

for a week is because the Internet is the most reliable source for
information. In the article “Is Google Making Us Stupid” it said the internet
has the world’s best images, writing and ideas. That means that it will
have better, more honest and reliable information than even a book. The
internet lets us expand our range of thinking and see things in a different

way from possibly someone else’s perspective. The internet’s information

Introduces a claim:
Introduction gives context
for the proposal about
"Shut Down Your Screen
Week"

States focus / claim

Organizes the reasons and
evidence clearly

Supports the claim with
clear reasons and
relevant evidence.
Evidence here is from
writer's own experience,
and demonstrates an
understanding of the
topic

Uses words, phrases,
and clauses to clarify
the relationships among
claims and reasons

Establishes and maintains
a reasonably formal style



lets us think better and faster. Some people say that the internet is not

helping us learn and not making us brilliant but | don’t believe that is the

case. I’'m only eleven years old and | have already learned things off the
internet like how solar power works and how animals like dolphins survive
so that is obviously a myth. Google and the internet gives us ready and
free access to information on just about anything.

The last reason that | think that we shouldn’t participate is because
overall, calling, emailing, texting, or video chatting is more efficient. It
takes less time and we are in the twenty-first century. We live in a time
when it is a very normal thing to call or text someone instead of writing to
them or just going to visit them. It might seem overwhelming and people
might say that it is making us stupid but | find it fun and interesting to
explore. I don’t think that | could go a week without music or TV! |
couldn’t do it! | know for certain people this might not be the route that
they want to take and that is fine but this world is only going to get more
tech-like, it really is.

As you can see, these are the reasons that | believe that we
shouldn’t participate in the “Shut Down Your Screen” week.

Your friend,
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In this on-demand assignment, students were asked to take a position on whether their school should
participate in the national “Shut Down Your Screen Week.” This writer begins by offering some context

concerning the issue, and then asserts the claim that in her view the school should not participate.

The writer develops her claim with several reasons, which she supports with some relevant, credible evidence,
demonstrating her understanding of the topic. The evidence in this piece comes from her own experience. The
writer organizes her ideas clearly and supports her claim with logical reasoning. In addition, she acknowledges
a counterclaim and then refutes the counterclaim with support for her own position, even though use of
counterclaim is not stated in the Standards for this grade level. Throughout the essay, the writer uses words,
phrases, and clauses as transitions to clarify the relationships among claims, reasons, and evidence, and to

create cohesion. The conclusion follows from the argument presented.

The writer maintains a reasonably formal style throughout the piece.




